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Behaviour, supply'd his Anny with Provisions, and that they conversed among
the Carthaginians with all manner of freedom and Confidence, Hannibal began
to have a better Opinion of their Sincerity, and accepted their Service for
his Guides through the many remaining difficult ways by which they were
to pass. Howbeit, after they had thus conducted the Army for two Days
together, they assembled at length all into one Body, and attack'd the Rear
at a Defile, or streight Passage, as they were marching in a Valley full of
Rocks and broken Ground.
Great likelihood there was that the Carthaginian Army had here run the
hazard of being entirely destroy'd, had not their General, who reserved a
secret doubt of the well-meaning of this People, obviated the mischief of this
treasonable Purpose of theirs, by ordering his Horse and Baggage to march
in the Van of the Army, and his choicest Foot to sustain the Reer. But hav-
ing dispos'd matters after this manner, his loss became less grievous; for his
Foot in the Arreer-guard prov'd sufficient to put a stop to the violence of the
Attempt. Nevertheless, they were not without great loss both of Men and
Horses; and the Enemy, who was possess'd of the Ground above them,
brought such terrour into the Army, by rowling down mighty Stones and
Rocks from the Precipices upon them, and showring Vollies of Stones on
their heads, that Hannibal was compell'd to take up his Quarters for that
Night on the top of an Eminence, expos'd to the open Sky, with, that part of
the Army that was with him, remote from the Horse, and the rest of the
Troops, and the Baggage, the better to cover and defend them from danger;
who were hardly able, in all that Night, with great labour to compass their
passage through the Valley.
In the morning, the Enemy being now retir'd, Hannibal join'd his Army
and Baggage, and advanced towards the top of the Alpes. After this the
0-auU attempted no more to attack them in Bodies, but in smaller Parties,
and with less ardour than before; nevertheless, falling sometimes on the Van,
sometimes on the Reer of the Army, they seldom fail'd of making some spoil
of the Baggage. The Elephants happen'd to be of great use to the Cartha-
ginians in these Conflicts; for wheresoever they chanc'd to appear, they so
terrify'd the Enemy, that the Army march'd by that means with much less
molestation. In nine Days after this, Hannibal gain'd the top of the Moun-
tains, where he halted two Days, being willing to give some repose to such
of his Army as were come thus far without wound or sickness, and to attend
the coming of the rest of his Troops that were yet behind. During this stay,
many Horses and Beasts of Carriage, which had fallen and stray'd out of the
way, came in of their own accord, following the Track of the Army to
the great wonder of the Beholders.
But whereas the Snows were yet great in the Mountains (Winter not
being there quite over), Hannibal perceiving his Souldiers to be somewhat
discourag'd by reason of the Sufferings they had already felt, and out of
apprehension of what yet threatned them, caus'd the Army to be assembled,
to the eitd he might speak to them, and inspire them witn new Resolution;
which he could no way better effect, than by giving them a view and pros-
pect of Italy ; which, in a word, lies so fairly to the eye, spreading and ex-
tending it self at the foot of those Mountains, that Nature seems to have
designed them as a Rampart to cover and defend it. So he gavevthem a sur-
vey of the Champaign Country that spreads it self all about the River Po ;
and gave them to understand how welcome they should be to the People
that inhabited it. He pointed out likewise to them whereabout the City of
Rome stood; and by this Artifice animated his harass'd Army.